Dear Families of The Maine Dance Academy,

March 19, 2020

I hope this letter is finding you all healthy in the safety of your homes. During this incredibly difficult time it is more
important than ever to listen to the professionals and experts concerning this virus. With a dance and tumbling school
of 300 students, I need to make sure that the safety of our students is ALL that is important to all of us right now. With
that said, it is for these reasons that I am writing this letter to you today.
I was notified yesterday that the Caribou Performing Arts Center is closing its doors until at least May 1 st however, they
also cautioned me that in all likely that date will move to June 1 st, 2020. As much as this may be a difficult decision for
RSU 39 to make, this is absolutely the right thing to do for the citizens of Aroostook County. During this conversation
with administration, I asked their advice on the timeline I should be looking to for the re-scheduling of our Moana
recital. With their recommendation, moving it as far down the road as possible would be in the best interest of our

Therefore, we decided to move the recital to the weekend of July 10, 11 & 12, 2020
with a dress rehearsal date of Wednesday, July 8, 2020. . We are still working out all the details as I
students.

write this to you but this decision was not made lightly. (I have kept our initial date of May 8, 9 and 10, 2020 in the
books just in case….however it is highly unlikely this will happen.) I know many of you are thinking right now, “how can
we possibly do this in the summer”, or “ I already have things planned for that weekend” and many more questions but
at the moment, this is the best thing I can do for our Academy. When trying to reschedule the recital, I stayed away from
Potato Blossom Festival week in July and trying to plan for it in June may have required us to move it to July anyway so
I opted for the last week in July so that I would not have to reschedule it again. We have Fall registration the first week
of August and also our seniors will be preparing for college so this seemed the smartest weekend for us to have our
recital. I wrote to the 8 seniors over this past weekend and I promised them a recital. With their proms and graduations
in question, I told them that I would do everything in my power to have a recital for them because they deserve to have
their hard work displayed on The Big Stage. We need to do this for them. We just do! Things in our world are changing
on a daily basis so I will make sure to keep you updated as best that I can. ** Ticket Day will be sometime in June
unless we are allowed to go back earlier than that.
So what do we do for dance/tumbling rehearsals? First, I will follow the guidelines that the area schools follow. As
long as the schools are out then we will be out of the studio as well. My dance instructors and I will be in the studio
every week to video tape for our students. We will be breaking down some of the problems we were seeing in class, retaping each song with the instructors and the seniors that dance in each of those songs. We are planning to have the
seniors in each week to practice and tape their parts as long as it is safe to do so. Therefore, expect to see videos
starting next week for each class. (Tumbling is a whole different creature and I will be meeting with Allie next week to
see what we can do to send videos to our tumbling students.) We will continue to send videos to our students until it is
safe for all of us to return to the studio. I do not know how long this will last….none of us do. But we will do our best to
keep our dancers dancing from home. As soon as we all can return to the studio, then we will!! I promise.
I have also decided to continue to pay my instructors and staff for the time we are out. Many of my instructors leave
their regular jobs early to come teach therefore I feel it is necessary for them to be paid. Allie and Chloe also have made
the commitment to be at our studio during the week and they need to be paid as well. (Allie has 3 gyms that she needs
to keep afloat during this lock-down.) This is a difficult time for everyone involved. I am committed to keep everything
going as normal for our staff and students and with your support, we can do this. We are TMDA! We are all in this
together!
To try to keep our students busy until next week’s videos arrive, I have decided to have a little coloring contest. Since
dance is an art, I would like to combine the two in this little contest. At the end of this letter are some color sheets.
(Thanks Jenn Michaud for forwarding some of these to me!) I would love for our students to choose one of the color
sheets that I have included in this letter to color. When and I mean WHEN and not IF, we return to the studio we will
put these all over our studio walls and choose the best one from each age group. I am having new PUMA hoodies being
printed as we speak and the winners of each group will be able to pick their hoodie of their choice. The older kids will be
able to pick a brand new pair of our PUMA leggings. Then, we will bring all these beautiful pieces of art to C-PAC to

decorate it as a reminder of how resilient we are as a school, as a community …..as the human race. I can’t wait to see
these and then show them off to our community. Let’s do this!!
We will choose I winner from the following groups”
Temple & Retton
Napoleon & Nigel & Conner
Twitch & Ballas
Jackson & Fosse
Tiny Troupe & Mini Troupe & Korbut
Troupe & Company

As far as Summer Camps go, we will not make a decision on any of them until we know more in the weeks ahead. For
now, we need to listen to the experts, follow the guidelines, practice social distancing and remember to keep those
most vulnerable, safe.
If you have any questions, please private message me and I will do my best to answer you all in a timely manner. Until
we speak again, be safe everyone. We will miss seeing the kids in class….hug them all for us! Take good care of each
other and put your Christmas lights on and bring cheer to your neighborhoods! We all need to stay positive and KIND.
My best to you all!
Miss Colleen and my amazing staff

