October Newsletter 2019
Happy Halloween

Schedule for our 26th Season, 2019-20.
Week of October 1st: Dance and Tumbling-Parent Watch in all classes.
October 2, 2019 @ 7:30pm: Senior Cast rehearsal and teen and youth cast
Week of October 8, 2019: Dance and Tumbling.
Week of October 15, 2019: Dance and Tumbling.

Week of October 22, 2019: Dance and Tumbling: Halloween Parties in dance on 10/22 & 10/23 with
tumbling Halloween parties on Friday, November 1, 2019. NO TUMBLING ON HALLOWEEN NIGHT!
Week of October 29, 2019: Dance & Tumbling: No tumbling on 10/31 it will be on Friday, 11/1/2019.
Week of November 5, 2019: Dance and Tumbling. Parent-Watch in all classes.
Week of November 12, 2019: Dance and Tumbling.
Week of November 19, 2019: Dance and Tumbling
Week of November 26, 2019: Week off from Dance and Tumbling for Thanksgiving Holiday.
Week of December 3, 2019: Dance and Tumbling. Parent-Watch in all classes.

December 8, 2019 @ 2pm: Christmas Show at C-PAC for dance only, no tumbling.
Week of December 10, 2019: Christmas Parties in all classes, last week for Fall Classes.
Sunday, December 22, 2019 @ 7pm: Dan Ladner’s Christmas Concert in Presque Isle for Company Dancers.
Week of January 7, 2020 : Beginning of Spring Semester and Parent-Watch in all classes.
January 9, 2020: if tuition is paid by this date, $10 per class may be deducted from your tuition fee.
Week of January 14, 2020: Dance and Tumbling
January 15, 2020: All tuitions are due.
Week of January 21, 2020: Dance and Tumbling
Week of January 28, 2020: Week off from Dance and No Tumbling.

Week of February 4, 2020: Dance and Tumbling. Parent-Watch in all classes.
Week of February 11, 2020: Dance and Tumbling. Studio photos in all DANCE classes only.
Week of February 18, 2020: FEBRUARY BREAK, No Dance and No Tumbling.
Week of February 25, 2020: Dance and Tumbling
Week of March 3, 2020: Dance and Tumbling. Parent Watch in all classes.
Week of March 10, 2020: Dance and Tumbling
Week of March 17, 2020: Week off from Dance and Tumbling.
Week of March 24, 2019: Dance and Tumbling
Week of March 31, 2020: Dance and Tumbling.
Week of April 7, 2020: Dance and Tumbling. Parent Watch in all classes. Studio Photographs in all Tumbling classes.
Week of April 14, 2020: Dance and Tumbling
Week of April 21, 2020: April Break, No Dance and No Tumbling
Week of April 28, 2020: Awards Week #25! Parent-Watch in all classes.

Monday, May 4, 2020: Finale Rehearsal-MANDATORY
Wednesday, May 6, 2020: Dress Rehearsal - MANDATORY

May 8, 9 & 10, 2020: “MOANA” at C-PAC
New York City Trip: June 25-28, 2020
Summer activities include: TAP CAMP, Hip-Hop Camp, TUMBLING CAMP & DANCE CAMP-WEEK INTENSIVE. DATES TBA!
**(Some of the above dates may change but you will be notified well in advance in that should occur.)

It is imperative that you know the above dates so please put them in your calendar for reference.

What a great first month of dance!

We have loved having you all back in class and are so enjoying are new
students as well. It feels great to be back in the studio and doing what we all love to do. Thanks for bringing your
children/grand-children to us….we appreciate your support and confidence in us! Moana will be another amazing show with kids
that dedicate themselves to giving this County a performance to remember!! What a LUAU this will be!

SENIOR REHEARSAL SCHEDULE FOR OCTOBER:
1- Wednesday, 10-2, 2019: Con Calma and Talking #4 with review of the first 2 songs we learned at our first senior
rehearsal.
2- Wednesday, 10-9, 2019: Talking #6, #8, #12, #14, #16, # 18, #23
3- Wednesday, 10-16, review of everything and continuing with Talking #25, #27, #29, #31, #33, #35
4- Wednesday, 10-23, Talking #37 & #39 and start from top of show to how far we can get.

5- Wednesday, 10-30: Run through Act 1 with all talking and all dances.
Senior and child actors can start going to their classes starting the week of October 8 th. The more classes you go
to the better off you will be at senior practice. Songs we will be starting as follows:
Old Town Road-Temple, Ocean Eyes- Barysh, Where you are Part 1-Pavlova, More (outtake)-Lopokova, AmericaMini Troupe, Where you are Part 2-Nigel, How far I’ll go -Ballas, Zazz-Fosse, More Reprise(outtake)-Jackson,
You’re welcome-Twitch, The life of the party-Tiny Troupe, Shiny-Napoleon

Parent- Watch:
There will be a Parent-Watch in all DANCE classes October 1, 2 and 3, 2019. We will call all parents in the last 15 minutes of
class to go over any questions in the October Newsletter as well as go over any of the problems you may have been experiencing
with Drop-Box. We will also dance for you….your first view of your amazing kids. You don’t want to miss it!! Our November
Parent-Watch: November 5, 6, 7 -2019.

FESTIVAL OF TREES:
We have agreed to be a part of the “Festival of Trees” again this year. This is for a charity that provides free and/or reduced
priced Dental Health Care to children and families in need. This is wonderful organization and I feel privileged that they have
asked us again to be a part of it. I have purchased all the decorations for the tree this year and Lowe will allow me to purchase
the tree at a discount. What I would like from our dance family are items for under the tree. We are looking for anything…..
gift cards, items from your businesses, memberships etc… If you do have an item, please wrap them and bring them to the
studio so we can put them under our TMDA tree. I will be putting this tree up in our hallway on November 6th so that you may
put your donated item under our tree. Please register your item with the secretaries so that your name can be placed in a hat
for a “half-off a semester of dance drawing”. (You will also have the chance to have your name part of this drawing when you
bring in food for the County Food Pantry of Catholic Charities that we will be doing for Thanksgiving). If you can help in any
way, we would so very much appreciate it.

Drop-Box:

We will discuss the problems some of you have been having with Drop-box at Parent-Watch. One thing we want to point out is
that all choreography goes out by Thursday of each week. Every parent needs to on the app Messenger for us to send you the
choreography. This is such an easy way for us to send it to you quickly. Thanks for your cooperation!

It’s that time of year again….it is time for our annual Halloween Extravaganzas! The children look forward to this every year!!
We are having our fabulous Halloween parties for DANCE on October 22 & 23, 2019 and then for TUMBLING we will have
these parties on November 1, 2019. THERE WILL NOT BE TUMBLING ON HALLOWEEN NIGHT so that all the kids may enjoy
Trick-or-Treating. These parties will take place during the last 15 minutes of each class. Costumes are a must….well kinda… but
please keep them “un-scary” or “un-dead” as we do not want to frighten any of the younger children. Be creative, be imaginative
and be crazy fun! These parties will take place in our cellar where we have it decorated all year long for our Halloween
festivities! TMDA will provide the drinks for everyone and we ask very kindly that each parent bring goodies in to share with
your child’s classmates: we welcome cookies, brownies, popcorn, chips and any type of Halloween candy but we ask that you
stay away from “frosted” things as it creates an incredible mess, not only on the floor but on their beautiful costumes too.
Please do not forget to bring your child’s Halloween pumpkin or bag so that we may put all of his/her treats in so that you
may take them all home with you. These parties are ONLY for our dancers so we ask that all other children please remain
upstairs while the class parties are going on. Two classes will be down there at a time with their parents and that is all we have
room for. Thank you kindly for adhering to this request. It is a great time for all so bring your cameras!! Tumbling classes will
have Halloween Parties as well but because we tumble, we ask that you wear costumes that you can easily tumble in…we need to
avoid hazardous costumes! Be safe and have fun!

NOTE: If your child has food allergies…please make sure you are in the cellar when food is being passed out to your
children. These Moms that are helping do not know all of the children so it is your responsibility to be there to monitor this.
We just do not want anyone getting sick. Thanks!

Tuition Fees and Costume Deposits:
Tuition fees were due on September 25th therefore a late fee of $10 per week per child has been charged to your account if
your tuition fee has not been paid. (We are not taking these charges off of your bill this year….this is your responsibility
to make sure your accounts are paid and it isn’t fair for some not to pay when most pay on time. I am sticking by our
rules…it is only fair.) If you are on a payment plan, you will now have a $10 (per week) late fee added to your bill if you did not
make payments by the due date on the payment plan form. VENMO makes it easy for you to make payments on time so if you are
on a payment plan, you still have to make your payments on time to avoid late charges. Please take care of this ASAP as we do
not want you to incur unnecessary charges. All costume deposits were due with your tuition fee as well. Costumes deposits ARE
NOT part of the payment plan agreement.
I am left with so many costumes each year that I have to stick to my rule. Once you make your deposits, then costumes will be
ordered for you and you will need to pay all the extra shipping charges. I am sorry but this is the only way to make the rules
apply for everyone.
All costumes have been ordered! (If you did not make your costume deposit by September 20 th then you will have a $10 fee
added to each of your costumes once your deposit has been made. I am left with so many costumes each year that I have to
stick to my rule. Once you make your deposits, then costumes will be ordered for you and you will need to pay all the extra
shipping charges. I am sorry but this is the only way to make the rules apply for everyone.) I have deadlines for ordering that I
needed to meet therefore I had no choice to order my costumes when I did otherwise your costumes would not have been
available at a later date. The pictures of each costume and all the requirements for each costume have been posted to our
website under the “2019-20 Costumes” tab. Costumes can begin to be purchased the week of October 14th, 2019. You will
have until October 30th (that is 3 weeks of purchasing power) to purchase your costumes without receiving late fees. All
costumes must be purchased by October 30th, 2019 – no exceptions. (Costumes are non-returnable and non-refundable.) If
we did not receive your size by September 25th in class then I made a judgement call and ordered you what I thought your child
needed.
As we did last year, there will only be once price for all of your costumes when you pick them up. I have separated the cost
for each costume on the website however it is very time consuming to tag 900 costumes therefore, we are tagging all of your
costumes for each class with just one price. You will not be able to just purchase one at a time. We have allowed this to happen
in the past and what happens is….. we still have costumes not purchased right until dress rehearsal in May!! Therefore I am
giving everyone 3 weeks to purchase their costumes.
We need your cooperation with our choices of costumes….we do our best to meet the needs of our students as we want them
all looking their best. This is a very time consuming job to order costumes for 300 students. I take this very seriously as I
want all of our children to look like professionals on that stage. (Tumbling costumes do not arrive until February 2020.)
Please remember this….part of being a dancer and a performer is having the right footwear and costume…this is what makes it
real for our dancers. Finally, our secretaries will be having you purchase the “tights requirement” at the time of your costume
purchases. This is for everyone. We cannot keep bringing tights to our shows …this continues to be a problem so just be
prepared to purchase whatever tights it says on our website with your costumes and no one will be excused from this rule.
(This is for everyone and we will not make any exceptions.) Our dancers always look spectacular….thanks for believing in our
program.

Note: All students will be dressed in grass skirts and lei’s for finale but you will
be purchasing these at ticket day when you pick up your t-shirts.
Signatures:

All parents must sign their registration forms by October parent-watch. Believe it or not, we still have unsigned registration
forms so …please make sure you are there at Parent-Watch to sign these forms. Your child will have to sit out if these are not
signed. PLEASE????

Dance Store Hours:

The dance store will close at 8:15pm on Tuesday and 6:30pm on Wednesdays. This will allow the secretaries’ time to finish up in
the front office, do their deposits and tidy up the store (our secretaries have day jobs as well and so we are trying to allow
them to go home at a more reasonable hour.)

If you have business to do in the front office, it must be done within the hours of 48:15pm on Tuesdays and 4-6:30pm on Wednesdays. The dance store is not open on
Tumbling nights.
If you need supplies, you will need to purchase them on Tuesday or Wednesdays. If tumbling students need to make payments
on tuition, simply place your payment in an envelope and give them to Miss Allison and she will make sure the secretaries receive
them. Remember that all payment plans must have their payments in by the due date on the Payment Plan Agreement and this
applies to our tumblers as well. 
NOTE: Those of you tumblers on payment plans, you have to have your payments in by the date of each month on your
payment plan, not the following week. You will be charged a late fee if you bring them late to Miss Allison.

Private Lessons:
If your child is in need or wants a private lesson (pageants, private tutoring, extra help) you can sign up for this with your
secretaries. Miss Malerie, Miss Delaney, Miss Elizabeth and Miss Sheridan are available for all types of dance. These private
lessons must be scheduled with either one of these instructors through their email or with the office secretaries. Cost for
private lessons is $60.00 per hour or $30 for a half hour and it must be paid to TMDA at the time of the lesson.

Running in the Hallway:
Please keep your little ones with you at all times as the floors in the waiting room are very slippery. We do not want anyone
slipping as these floors are very hard and we much prefer healthy and happy students. Also, no students are allowed in any
empty studio unsupervised. Please make sure you know where your children are at all times. (This is especially goes for children
on our Thursday Tumbling nights.)

Locker Room:

Please hang up your jackets and keep your dance bags under the bench so that other students are able to sit to change their
shoes.

Bathroom:

Please do not use the bathroom as a changing room. We only have one bathroom so please use the locker room as your changing
area. If boys are present, just kindly ask them to step out of the room while the girls are changing.

Mark your shoes!
Please label all of your children’s shoes. If you all do this then when shoes are left behind, we can place these lost shoes in your
class box in the dance store for you. Take the time and mark your children’s shoes. I have marked as many as I can in my
classes….if you see that your child does not have their shoes marked with their names, ask them to ask me to do it for them ….I
have a silver marker in my studios. Just trying to save you all a headache and money too!

I think that is it. A lot of info but we all need to move in the same direction. Thanks again for bringing
your children to TMDA. A big thank to Miss Clarann for being part of our 26 th season and covering for
Miss Delaney. It is so good to see you back in your studio and we have loved having you…so very much!
Delaney, Malerie, Sheridan, Elizabeth, Annalise, Allison, Chloe, Jack, Renee and I thoroughly enjoy

teaching your children and we absolutely love our jobs. Deana, Vicki & Danielle will do everything they
can to help you with your dance/tumbling supplies and costume needs, be kind to them because they also
love what they do.

Final Thoughts:
We want to thank you all for bringing your children to us for dance, tumbling and pointe. We will do
everything we can to provide your children with the best dance and tumbling education possible, all
within a safe and enjoyable environment. Your instructors and coaches love what they do and our goal
is to give your children that same love for what they are learning.
If at any time you have something you wish to speak to your instructors about, do not hesitate to
contact them through email and if you need to speak with them in person, then we can set up a time to
do so. The only way we can help you is through good communication so please let’s keep those lines of
communication open. I will ask that we all “monitor” what we talk about in the waiting areas as there
are always “little ears” listening. If we can all move in same positive direction, then dance/tumbling will
also be a positive influence on your children.
I dance because I love it and I teach your children because I love them. Decisions are never easy
especially when they impact so many people however, your children’s best interest is what I most want
to protect. With that said, thank you for helping us make season #26 and Moana a show that everyone
will want to see at least 3 times! Have a wonderful fall season and we will talk again soon.
I CANNOT WAIT UNTIL HALLOWEEN…I LOVE YOUR CHILDREN ALL DRESSED UP! IT’S PROBABLY THE
BEST TIME OF THE YEAR FOR ME!! Miss Colleen

